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My worthy and much eftecin'd Friends 


el. Ho. and JOHN HOLLIS, 
MER 2 H A N 28. 


Sins, MA. 

HE N, cee to Cuſtom, 
W I was conſidering, to whom I 
might venture to inſcribe this plain Eſ- 
ſay on a Subject not often infiſted on, 
and which tis to be feared ſome deſire 
not to hear of; the grateful Remem - 
brance of your late pious Father hap- 
pily det ermin'd my Choice: By his 
diffuſive Goodnels and uncommon Li- 
K. great Numbers, and among 
them many poor Miniſters, have been 
relieved, 2 others ſeaſonably, aſſiſted 
to purſue their Studies preparatory for 
the Miniſtry : Agd eſpecially being 
one who was favoured with a large 
Share of his and your Bounty for that 
End, I thought myſelf obliged, (ſince 
he is removed to a better World) to 
expreſs my thankful Senſe thereof to 


you, 


DEDICATION. 
you, the Deſcendants of ſuch a Parent, 
o conſpicuouſly copying after his truly 
Jaudable Example, which encourages 
me to hope that you will favour an 
Attempt of this Nature. 

May ſuch valuable and important 
Livgg be favourably prolong'd, ag ex- 
emplary Bleſſings in your Genes fo, 

may choſe Hearts and Hands which have 
been hicherto open d and enlarg d to 

Famnugicade far and near, for the Sup 
port of the Proteſtant Religion, to 
Srapgers of a different Language, and 
eyen, to remote Provinces beyond the 
Seas, be (till eſtabliſh'd in well doing; 
laying up in ſtore for yourſelves a goo! 
Foundation againſt the Time to come, 
that you may lay hold on eternal Life, 


7 * 


are the carneſt Wiſhes of, 
7, 
duns uſt obig, 
Sincere and, humbl e Seruan, 
D. Rees 


0 40 b 
E have peruſed this Diſconiſe | 

* ö ; | Ng 4 | =_ 
on a very uncommon Subject, 8! 
| 


(viz.) The Support of - the Chriftiat 


Mmifiry ; and ſince the holy Scriptures. | I 
recommend it to the Chry/traz Workd, if 
it cannot be thought unreaſonable'thar 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſnould, at 
ſome Time or other, make mention of 
it as a Part of the Chriſtian s Duty. But 
even the moſt Eminent of the Servants 
of Chriſt, who have Zeal and Courage 
enough to declare to their People the 
whole Connſel of God, have ulually 
been very ſhy and backward to take 
j this Subject in hand, leſt they ſhould 
incur the Cenſure of preaching, for them 
ſelves rather than for their glorious Lord. 
Veet ſince the worthy Author had fo 
juſt a Call to preach and publiſh chis 
Sermon, we cannot but do him the 
Juſtice to declare that the Arguments 
contain d in it, for the Maimenance of 
the Miniſters of the Gospel, are urg d. 
with ſuch Force of Reaſon, and ſuch 
Evidence of Scripture, as cannot eaſily | 
_ be 


F 
be reſiſted by thoſe upon whoſe Con- 
| ſciences either Reaſon or Scripture have 
their due Influence. We heartily wiſh 
_ Succeſs to this Word of Exhortation, M 
for our Brethren and Companions ſake 
in the Work of the Miniſtry, and eſpe- 
cially in thoſe Places in the Country 
where the People have not yet learnt 
— A 
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1 Co R. ix. 14. 


Even fo hath the Lord ordain d, that they uh 


preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 


HESE Words fix the maintenance of the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry upon a comparative 
Foundation, and lead us back to conſider 
the Moſaic Settlement for the Support of the Leuiti- 
cal Priefthood; in order to judge from thence, hat 
reaſonable Proviſion ſhould be made, for thoſe who 
miniſter under the New Teſtament. 8 | 
The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, with the ineſtimable 
train of Bleſlings attending it, is the higheſt Truſt 
that ever was committed to Mankind; the Admini- 
ſtration and Enlargement of the Kingdom 6f Grace, 
depending, under the Influence of the Divine Spirit, 
on the due Improvement and faithful diſpenſing bf 
the Word of Reconciliation. For the- our 2 _ 
| — 
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Chriſtian Miniſtry. 5 


(2) 
Chriſt is over all, and rich unto all, that call upon 
him; "Tet how ſhall they call on him, in — 

not believed? And how ſhall they believe in him, f 
whom they have not heard? And how ſhall thy 

hear without 4 7; Aud how ſpall theygre 

extept they be Howl beautiful are the Fog: of then 
that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad Tidings of 
ood Things! So then Faith cometh by 1 bearing 

by the Word of God. Rom. x. 12, 13, 14, 15, 17. 
From the Conſigeration Ar rtance and Ne. 
ceſſity of thefe. Things, tis pla, chat the Doctiine 
and Preaching of the Goſpel may be very honourably 
| pleaded for, againſt the vain Philoſophy of the 
fond Diſputers of this World; as well as defended 
againſt the Torrept of Contempt and Diſparagemem, 
wherewith tis daly attempted to be born down by 
Multitudes of ignorant, irreligious, and prophane 
That choſen Veſſel, the great Apoſtle of the Gen. 
tiles, did more than once magnify his Office, and 
glory in that Character where, he was veſted, and 
in the Work and Employment whereunto he was cal- 
led, appealing loudly to the whole World of Roman, 
Greeks and Barbarians, That he 2as not in the leaſt . 
ſham'd of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; it being ordain'd to b d 
Power of God to Salvation, to all thoſe that believe. Rom. 


14 36 YO FP" 
Now I think we may ſay in the main, the 
ground of Confidence towards God, and of Succels 
amongſt Men, is left us, even in the ordinary Mini- 
ſtration of the Word; fince the great Mediator ha 

gd, his powerful Preſence, for the Encourage 
ment. of n : He that holds the Stars 
in his right Hand, and who preſerves Light. in che 
golden. Candleſticks,. having graciouſly declar'd, Le / 
1s even uno the End of the Monli. 


am with you alway 
Mat, Xxviii. 20. 
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ſider well their 
2 port the Ae 


they may moſt ae e 

the Golpe 11 ed leir Own n DÞ » 
5 appy Inſtruments ta pe Wade Fame 
and de n io great a df 
Divine Worſhip to "Poſter ; this may 


ly 4 in Scripture” 8 Setiſe, bring” . DEE g 


Tbe Province ally oY af this this Tink,” 5 in je 
' meaſare to urge and en ee thay and to. Ys 
that the Coumants 'of 12 = Ay | 
and ö that there is is an, ringdeniable 


ex 
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2 


And that 17 . a ane ale to my 
Deſign of Brevity 7 Plainneſs, 1 ſhall digeſt the 


former Part of u 
poſitions, ſuch as 1 höpe will appear uſeful i 1500 10y 
troductory to my main Purpoſe; and then end . 
to demo « body that What is contiin'd in theſe. 
poſitions is grounded in the Holy. Scriptures. 
am not inſenſible of the Di dvantages 2 Miniſter 
hbours under in rreating on this 4 Fs but ſince 
we have the Foot - ſteps 7 in} irc 1 and even 
of our Savidur IAN in opening and Jet 
ting rhe Goſpel Diſpen 557 After this manner, io 
making reaſonable Allowances for the Tupport of, thole 
concern'd in the Miniſtry of it, we may r 
nend in their Paths. ey” 
Be View then, * e 
appear on our ſide, t SO 
kt: to böte that the 7 cd, will ha 


reater 53. ht ſtrong e Ar 
Mink of biens 1 11 f 
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ty in this Point; _ 


, fo conttibute | 


ha 
Ren- 
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"PROP. e 

1 Was th ; certain manifeſt. Obligation on 
wits aach others the Knowledge of 1 175 

of of Fey and Religion from, the very beginning of 

This was God's ordinary Means of preſerving and 
PLopageting the neceſſary W of himſelf among 
the Children of Men. The Truth of this cannot 
be geny'd by a 7% that will, look back to the Ac- 
count that Adoſes gives us of the farſt and early Ages 
of «5 Worle and their manner of knowing 2nd 
worſhipping God in thoſe Times. 

Tus the undonbted moral Duty of adam, the 
| Head and Source of Mankind, to inform his imme- 
diate Deſcendents, in what State and Condition they 
came into the World, and to let em know, that 
they were Children of ſinful (guilty Parents, 757 
a juſt Sentence of Condemnation to Death; u 
- way could be found out to pacify the Divine Wrah. 
By one Man ( himſelf ) Sin having erer d inte the fert 
aud Death by Sin. 

He ſurely told em, wha had paſt ſince his own 
and their Mother's Creation, and communicated to 
em the Senne Hopes, graciouſly given by their 
merciful Creator, when. threatning the Temprer, he 
faid, half ee. NR ar laſt, ſbonld bruiſe 
the Head of the 

Thus it may be ſuppos'd ke tutor · d and inſtrufted 
em, and as they — up 4 Years of Underſtanding, 
directed em to offer Sacrifices, and to prepare and pro- 
duce of what they poſleſi:da an Offering to the Lord. 
We readgccordingly, that in Proceſs of Time, Gs 

bronght of the Fruit of the Ground, and Hel the Faſt- 
lng of s Flack, and of the Fat thereof. Gen. iy, . 
uch a dutiful Behaviour, were it fai ichful T2 
tended to, as it was on the Part of Abel, ſeem 


moſt 


the 
* 
ey 
hat 
er 
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_ There is 


Mercy of God, and very 


ſtruQors, teaching them the Mind and Will of God, 


Noah, „ 


„ 
ak likely way which 
the Divine Anger, and allo 


could find e 
to expreſs an humble 


| Thankfulneſs to God, ſor the Kiodoebs ang 


of his Providence towards em. 
particular Notice taken of lers Wees 
ance at this Time, Cod teſtifying his Ac e of 
his Gifts; therefore the A Tg rank d him a- 
mong the notable Worthies recorded for their fignal 
Faith and Zeal. By Faith Abel offer'd « more exceliene 
Sacrifice than Cain, Heb. xi. 4. Viz. by Faith in the 
y in the intimation, 
which his Father bad given him of the nn 
oned Seed. 
If weextend our View further, nad conkeder Man- 
kind as increaſing, and multiply ing upon the Face 
of the Earth; we may obſerve Men, not only 
as Maſters of Families, and domeſtick Heads, govern- 
ing, and providing for thoſe under their Care. Bur 
we may look upon em, as ſpiritual Guides and In- 


that they might walk in his fear. 
Seth and Enos have the Honour to be repreſented as 
at the Head of a Generation, beginning to call pe 


ile Name of the Lord; or as ſome will have it, juſt 
| begun to be called by the Name of the Lord. Gen. iv. 26. 


Enoch the Seventh from Adam is taken Notice of 
in the New Teſtament by Jude the Apoſtle, as Preach- 
ing or Propheſying even at that diſtance, concerning 
the End of the World; aſſuring, That the Lord would 
come with ten thouſands of hit Saints, 0 execute 
Judgment upon all dari Gloves, for for their ungodly Deeds, 
2 their —* and d Speeches utter — againſt God. 

er. 14, 15. 

There is 8 Honour done to the Character of 

hteous Perſon himſelf, but as 
a Preacher of — 22 2 Pet. ii. 5. and | 
that at 3 Eben the whole World had ſhame- 


ly. left the Lord: He ſtood up 3s a faithful Mo- 
— 


| 


Alter, and offer'd burnt Offerings to the God of his 
 Prefervation,' as an Acknowledpinent of the gracious 


| openly-teſtifying his Abhorrence ef the Abominati 


„ 
nitor to 4 vile ungodly Generation, and therefor: 
found Grace in the fight of God, ſo that tumſelf 
and Family were ſignally ſaved, when the dreadful 
Deluge ſwept away the World of the Uagodhy. Thu; 


haviag been faithful to his Truſt in the old World, 


he became Head of the New, immediately built un 


Deliverance he had receiv'd, and a freſh Pattern of 
religious Worſhip to his Family. - Ges. viii. 20 21. 
Lot is worthily recorded, as rebuking the Lewd- 
neſs of thoſe round about him, vexing his — 
Soul, becauſe of their fitby Deeds; 2 Per. ii. 8. and 


ons of the Lime and Place wherein he liv'd. There - 
fore he was peculiarly ſavour'd and taken Cate of, 


that he might eſcape a ſhare in the eommon Calamity 
and deſtructive V 2 * 


nce. Gen, xk im nu. 
Je who is allowed to live near or about theſe 
Times, ſhews his religious Care, and great Concern 
for his Children and Relations; he was. Jealous over 


em with a godly Jeslouſy, while they were receiving 


and returning their feſtival Viſits, leſt they might 
perad venture ſin againſt the Lord in ſo doing. There- 
fore we read, He ſent and ſanctiped them, viz. prayed 
for them; and charg'd them to ſanctify thenvlelves, 
and to be in a prepared Frame to wait upon God by 
Sacrifice: And be aroſe up carly iv the Morning and 
er d -bwrnt Offerings, according to the Number of 'em 
all, and thus did Fob continually. Job i. 35. 
There is a diftinguiſh'd Character given Abraham 
for inſtructing his numerous Houſhold, and, thoſe un- 
der his Care, in the Ways of Religion; God ex- 
preſſed a peculiar Satisfaction in his. Piety and Faith- 
fulneſs-25 to this Point, that he would be ſure to dif- 


charge his Duty, as twas expected from him: For 


I know him, that he will command his Children, and his 
* a IE Houſhold 


— 
7 


Heaſbold after 
| 24 Fuſtice and Judgment. Gen. xviii. 19. 


1 — 
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1 
hins, and they foal keep the way of the 


We find the Nane and Ofhce ef Auulchit ede mon- 
tion d with ſacred}: Awfulneſs and uncommon Vene- 


ration, a5 one highly exaltedand dignafied of the Lord, 
devoted to his Sersice; whole proper 
pal Buſineſs of Liſe was to mini- 
"Therefore: be is by 
of the mſi 
xiv. 18. But to cloſe wane, ene an r 
Head. 5 

1 ſhall ly obſave, thatthe Firſt-bors had 2 pecu- 
not 


and intirely 


way of 
God; Gen. 


Pminence ed as the Prieſt 


to his fuperior Rule 


in regard 


z larger ſhare of the Sub- 


liar Priv 


over the = 


and his 


| Nance of his Father's. 2 But in 2 


Manner, twas his Province to aſſiſt, and upon occa- 
ſon to repreſent the Father in the Buſineſs of religi- 
ous Worſhip. And 'tis in this Senſe, that J under- 
ſtand _ ale of the and Aggravation of Eſas's = 
in the Sale Prĩimogeniture, to gratif a fuU- 
rious ſenſual Appetite, he raſhly parted with hisRighe | 
to act in religious. Affairs, for this Reaſon he is juſt- 
ly call d the + prophane Perſon Eſau; nay, he ſpoke 
very lightly of his Birtheright, Heb. xii. 16. not va- 
lung the high and excellent Privilege of being en- 
titled to miniſter in Divine Things, and what good 
ſhall this Birth-right do to me? Gen. xxv. 32. But we 
read he ſorely repented afterwards, and ſought it again 
with Tears, Heb. 2 xii. 17. yet found no means to re- 
cover it. And tho' he grew Weakhy and Powerful 
enough in the oy yer . oe its char 


** 
id. a. thn dh. tt 
—— 


i 


*. quo jure primogeniture, Cr & jus M 
rr tangit eos qui damni vitandi cauſũ, conventus Chriffianos 
erebant, in guibus Chriſtiani tanguam Sacerdotes preces Deo 
«fcrunt. Grot. in loc. "i 
t B., profanus. 5 


—— 
— * a 


Places where * Prieſts are mention'd among the Chil 
dten of [acl before the Inſtitution of the Levitical 


| ferred that 


— Surely this Practice was from the 


. 
_— ion went with the Family of his Brother 


Ghia, "tis in this Sen, thr 1 ee ht 


Prieſthood ; ker the Prieſts als which come near to. the 
Lard, ſanitify themſelves, let not the Prieſts and the Pe- 
ple break thro', to come wp unto the Lord. Exod. xix. 


22, 24. There is gosd Reaſon to judge, that tho 


this was before the delivery of the Law, and the 

expreſs Settlement of their Order, that theſe Prieſts 
were the FEirſt - born, who uſed to direct in religious 
Affairs their Brethren, ſince tis expreſſly aſ- 
choſe the Levites inſtead of all the 
Firſt-born of Hraei, Numb. iii. 12. Not to menti- 
an any ſpecial Revelations, that God made of him- 
ſelf to ſome extraordinary Perſons in theſe Times. 

I conclude, from what has been offer d to — * 
this Propoſition, that it was the more immediate D 
ty and Province of ſome to teach others, and to Mi- 
niſter in their behalf ordinarily in Divine Things. 

I come now to the Second Propoſition, viz. | 


| Pro. II. 
That the N orſbipper 


s of the true God in all Ages, de- 
voted ſome of the beſt of their worldly Subſtance, and 
were in Duty bound ſo to do, for the Honour and 
Service of the Divine Majeſty. © 
beginning look'd 
upon as highly reaſonable, founded in Juſtice, and the 


Relation that we ſtand in to God. Ts it not fit and 
| becoming, that the great God who made the World, 


and the Things that are therein; who fram'd Man 
at firſt after his own Image, gave him Dominion over 
all this lower Creation, ſpar d him when he tranſ- 


— ; — 


* S$acerdetes guog ve] id ef, primogeniti, Grot. in loe.— 
Dr. Cave's apparatis. 5 
greſs d, 
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TO}. 
greſs d, continuing him {till upon the Earth in the 
Enjoyment of all good Things, ſhould have the beſt 
returns of Gratitude from all thoſe who draw nigh 
unto him? To be at the Expence of ſome pair” 
Subſtance to acknowledge the Divine Being, and our 
Allegiance to him; is the leaſt that could, or can be 
expected from the ſinful deſcendants of Adam. | 
Here I muſt have recourſe to ſome of the Paſſages 
already mention'd, tho' with a different View, from 
that for which I cited 'em before. We find Cain and 


Abel brought of what they had, according to their 


ſeparate Employments, and different Methods of Liv- 
ing, an Offering to the Lord ; the one of the Fruit 
of the Earth, for he was a Tiller of the Ground; 
the other a Keeper of Sheep, who was conſcientious, 


and did as God expected from him, bring the beſt he 


had, of the Firſtlings of his Flock, and of the Fat there- 
of; and the Lord lock favourably upon him and. 
his Oblation, by graciouſly accepting of both. Tis 
a Sign, what inward Reverence and due Regard A. 
bel had for the Divine Being, in that he would 'pre- 
ſent the choiceſt he had, even ſuch Offerings as God 
himſelf appointed when he came expreſly to make his 
demand, in ſettling Sacrifices under the ceremonial 
Law. _— 
But to proceed in this Argument as far as the brief 
hints of thoſe times will let us, becauſe the Hiſtory 
of their State before the Flood is very ſhort and con- 
ciſe. Noah immediately upon his going out of the 
Ark, offer'd a burnt Offering out of what he had 
reſerv'd. frequently offer'd Sacrifices, and very 
ſolemnly ſanctified himſelf and Family to wait upon 
God therein. ET 
As ſoon as ever Abraham was called from Haran, 
and brought to the Knowledge of the true God; 
we have an Account of his building ſeveral Altars, 
as he ſojourn'd from one Place to another; at Sichem, 
dt a Mountain Eaſtward, and at Beerſheba, always 
r 


Ea + | 
willing and mindful, to make the beſt Preparations he 
could, to acknowledge the Author of his Being, and 
the God of all his Mercies. And which is very re- 
| markable, this devout and exemplary Perſon, upon 
his return from the ſlaughter of the Kings; and hav- 
ing reſcu'd his Kinſman Lot from the Hands of his 
Enemies, offer'd unto Melchizedec, the Prieſt of the 
moſt high God, Gen. xiv. 18, 19, 20. Tithes of all, 
It ſeems 2 this was the Ground upon which 4. 
lraham acted in ſo doing; he conſider'd, that Mel- 
| Chizedes's awful and ſacred Character, being eminently 
_ employ'd in the Service of the moſt high God, demand- 
ed ſuch a dutiful Acknowledgment from him. 
The Author of the Epiſtle ro the Hebrews reaſons 
to this Purpoſe; Now conſider, how great this Man 
was, unto whom even the Patriarch Abrabam gave the 
Tenth of the Spoils, Heb. vii. 4. Tis very reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that all other religious People, of what 
Rank ſoever, within the Compaſs of the Miniſtration 
of this extraordinary Perſon, made their conſtant Pre | 
ſents toward celebrating and maintaining the Honour 
of the God of Heaven. 

What I intend from what has been ſaid to make 
good this Propoſition, is to ſhew, that as God abun- 
dantly bleſſed theſe Men, ſo they were faithful and 
willing to make their Returns to him; and there was 

| ſome Expence of worldly Subſtance requir'd to dif 
charge the Service of God in all Ages, according to 
their Way of Living in thoſe Days. They had their 
Altars and Oblations, as well as their Poſtericy in diſ. 
tant Ages, who liv'd in a more ſettled State, 
whom we have a more clear and perfect Account. 

Having thus taken a brief Survey of the Manner 
of ſupporting divine Worſhip, before the Commence- 
ment of the Law, we come now directly ro conſider 


what was ordain'd under the legal Diſpenſation. 


And 


— — 


© 
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And that I ſhall compriſe in a Third propoſi- 


tion, vix. 


| PREM HI. | 
When God 4s pleas'd to ſignify his Will to his People 
by a written Law, and to appoint in what Manner 
and Circumſtances he would be worſbip d by them in 
4 formal Church- State; there was a certain Order of 
Men devoted and maintain'd on purpoſe to attend 
and ſerve in divine Things. 0 Wn. 
The Delivery of the Law by Aoſes, and the firſt 
framing of the Fewiſh Church, and all the Ordinances 
attending it, is a ſufficient Proof of the Truth of 
this, . 
The Houſe and Family of Levi being in a ſpecial 


Manner ſet apart for the Service of God, their Bre- 


thren of the other Tribes were to look upon em as 
choſen for that Purpoſe; they were to * to em, 
and be directed by em, as far as they themſelves acted 
in divine Things, according to the Commands of 
God. And in a more particular manner, Haron and 
his Family were choſen out of this Tribe for Prieſts, 
whoſe Buſineſs was to teach others, for the Prieſts Lips 
ſhould keep Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law at 
bis Mouth, Mal. ii. 7. And in Conſideration of this, 


the Levizes were to be provided for and maintain'd by 


the reſt of the Tribes. 

That being diſcharg'd of all worldly Incumbrances, 
they might with greater Freedom and Devotedneſs 
1 themſelves up to the Service of God; the Lord 

ying a peculiar Claim to the Levites, ordain'd an a- 
greeable Maintenance for them in his own Way; 
They were not to have an Inheritance among their 


| Brethren; And that they might be fully ſatisfied in 


the Proviſion that was made for em, the Lord de- 
chr'd, That he himſelf was their Part, Numb. xviii. 
20, 23. and their Inheritance among the Children of I. 


_ acl, Numb. viii. 16, __ The Lord had taken them 
2 


unto 


and t 


neceſſary. 


1 
unto himſelf, by way of Redemption or Exchange, 
inſtead of the Firſt- born of all the Children of Ira 


as was hinted before. | 


I need not obſerve what an honourable Settlement he 
ſecur'd for 'em, when the tenth Part of the Subſtance 
and Increafe of the other Tribes was allotted to the 
Houſe of Levi; Eleven Tribes to maintain One: 


Thus when the Levites had received their appointed 


Tithes from the Pegple, and iſſued out their Propor- 
tion of Tenth to the Prieſts, the Lord declar'd his Ap- 
probation of the Settlement. And leſt w covetous 
Perſon ſhould begrudge em what they had, the Lord 
vindicates their Honour, and ſhews his Satisfaction in 


what he had ordain'd; for it was accounted to 'em a 


the Corn of the Threſbing- floor, and the Increaſe of the 
. Numb. 3 They had . much 
Right to it as if they had Land and Vineyards of 
their own to manure and cultivate, and as if it had 
been the proper Fruit of their daily Induſtry and ho- 
neſt Labour. 155 
I have looked back thus far, and trac'd Circum- 
ſtances in this order, that you might be able to ſer, 
the ancient Cuſtoms and Inſtitutions, as well as th: 
—_ attending Divine Worſhip in one direct View; 
is will naturally lead us to our preſent Caſe, 1 
buſineſs that highly concerns the Honour and Intereſt 
of our Redeemer in the World, viz. the maintenance 
of the Miniſtry of the Goſpel: And here it my 


not be amiſs to form a fourth Propoſition, vix. that 
tis the will and appointment of Chriſt, that the Gol- 
pel - Miniſtry ſhould be ſupported. Even ſo hu tht 

Lord ordain'd, that they whic ee. the Goſpel, | 


live of the Goſpel. And in order to illuſtrate and con- 
firm this, there are two Things which ſeem to 


1. To prove, that oer Lord Chriſt the Author of i 
Goſpel, bas ſettled a conſtant, regular Miniſtry in his Chur 


2. 


9 5 (13) : 
2. That all who worſhip and feſs the Name of Je- 
ſes Chriſt, are in Day fry 2 to the — 
port of this Miniſtry. | | 


Surely, if the God of Order took ſuch Care of 


thoſe concern'd in his Worſhip, under the former 
Diſpenſation ; he has not left rhe Miniſters of the 

New Teſtament fo precariouſly deſtitute, as ſome 
fort of Men would make us believe he has. i 
1. As to the former of theſe, that our Lord Chriſt 


has ſettled, and left a regular conſtant Miniſtiy in his 


Church, I ſhould think none would deny, but ſuch 
who are profeſs'd Enemies to revealed Religion, and 
conſequently to Chriſt and his Kingdom. One fas 


mous concerning the Meſſiah was that when 


y him and his order the Goſpel ſhould be 


he came, 


preached to the Poor. 


John the Baptiſt, that Elias, that forerunner of Glad- 
tidings, uſher'd in thedawn of Goſpel-light : After- 
wards immediately aroſe the glorious Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſi with healing in his Wings; and when our Saviour 
had ſubmitted ro Holy Baptiſm, the Spirit deſeend- 
ed on him, the Father openly teſtified his full Appro- 
bation of him, as every way qualified for the great 
Work he was entring upon; Ma. xvii. 5. he faſted, 


aud pray d, and was tempted of the Devil. 
All theſe Things were order d in infinite Wiſdom 


25 preparatory, then we find he begun his publick 
Miniſtry, preach!d the Goſpel in his own Perſon; 
wrought mighty Signs and Wonders, to confirm 


his Doctrine, and to convince the World that he was 


come from God. Having thus proclaim'd the laſt 
and pureſt Diſpenſation, he calls to him twelve Diſ- 
ciples, as Miniſters of his Kingdom, to whom he gave 
Authority to preach the ſame Doctrine, and to work 
the like Miracles. The Names, with the Commiſ- 
ſion and Charge of the twelve Diſciples or Apoſtles, 
ve have expreſly recorded. Mat. x. - 


3 


great, and the Labourers very few, that he called S. 


bones Affairs of his Kingdom. Our Lord himſelf ac- 
cordingly proceeded in the Work of his publick Mi- 


Ing to the Scriptures, for the Tranſgreſſions of his 


to his — confirming their Faith in him, com- 


and then was received up into Glory. 


its Ordinances;, having a moſt encouraging Promiſe 


. Apoſtleſhip with them. And while they waited all 
together, to receive the Accompliſhment of the pro- 


* 


(ay 5 
It appears afterwards, that becauſe the Harveſt wu 


other Diſciples, Luke x. as Aſſiſtants in the ſa- 


niſtry, which laſted for ſomewhat above the ſpace of 
three Tears, And then he was put to Death accord- 


People, and to bring in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 
The Power of the Graye, and the bands of Death 
were not able to hold him; he roſe the third Day, 
and thereby was declar'd to be the Son of Gad with 
Power; after his Reſurrection he manifeſted himſelf 


muning with them, and opening their Underſtanding, 
that they might underſtand thoſe Scriptures, that par- 
ticularly related to himſelf, as the great Mediator. 
He gave em full Aſſurance, that all Power in Hea- 
ven and in Earth was in his Hands, and having ſet- 
tled all Things in this lower World, took his leave 
of them in the moſt falemn and endearing Manner, 

"Tis obſervable, that his farewell Charge to them, 
and thro' them to all their faithful Succeſſors, was, 
That they ſhould preach the Goſpel, and adminſter 


annex'd thereunto: Go ye therefore and reach all Na- 
tions, baptiz.ing in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them 10 obſerve all 
Things whatſoever I have commended, and lo I am with 
alvay, even un!o the end of the Warld, Mat. xxvill. 
ult. | £235 | 
The Apoſtles were intent upon, their Work after 
their Lord's departure, and began by filling up their 
Number in choſing Matthias in the room of Juda 
the Traitor, to take part of the ſame Mioiſtry and 


miſe 


(ts) 
miſe of the Holy Ghoſt, they were enabled to ſpeak 
with divers Tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance; 
and ſo were qualified to obey the Command, in go- 
ing abroad to 13 the Goſpel to all Nations. 

Nor were they left alone in this great Enterpriſe, 
the Lord ſoon rais'd em faithful Aſſiſtants to carry 
on the Work, for he aſcended on high to give Gifts 
unto Men. Accordingly he ſent, and gave ſom? Apo · 
flles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome 
Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints, for 
the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 1 ing of the body of 
Chriſt. Eph. iv. 10. Thus appear'd Mark and Lake, 
Paul and Barnabas, Timothy, Titus, Archippus, 8c. won- 
derfully devored and ſet apart for the preaching of the 
Goſpel, planting of Churches, and ordaining Elders 
in divers Cities and Countries. | 8 

Nor did Things reſt here. The Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel was not to die with that Age; but to be ſup- 


a ported and continued, even to the end of the World, 
” 25 our Saviour had promis'd his Preſence for that End. 
” Accordingly the Apoſtles had their Succeſſors, Men 
Ts of eminent Faithſulneſs and Sanity, as Pohycarp, Ig- 


 natins, Clemens, &c. fitted for the great Work before 
9 em. | | ; 

And that I may give a little Light into the man- 
ner of their Progreſs; give me leave to lay before 
you a paſſage out of a very learned * Writer, of un- 
doubted Credit, who has made it his Buſineſs to 
treat of theſe Things, ſpeaking * of the beginning 
© of Chriſtianity, and citing that Text Rom. x. 18. 
* Their Sound went into all the Earth, and their Words 
© #nto the end of the World: he adds, Every one taking 
a particular part of the World, for his proper Pro- 


eee eee eee eee ee OE ee en een ee IEEE ran — 


* Enquiry into the Conſt. Diſcip. Unity, c. of the Prim. 
Ch. p. 10, 11. Edit. 1712. 


_ © vince, 


F 


N 


1 

c vince, to make known the joyful News of Life 
and Salvation thro' Chriſt therein 
Thus St. Andrew principally preach'd the Gol. 
< pel in Scythia, St. Bartholomew in India, St. Ma- 
« thew in Parthia, St John in the leſſer Alia; and all 
the reſt of the Apoſtles had their particular Pro- 
© vyinces allotted em, wherein they went forth preach- 
ing the Goſpel. And as they came to any City, 
« Town or Village, they publiſh'd to the Inhabitants 
thereof the bleſſed News of Life, and Immortali- 
c ty thro' Jeſus Chriſt, Conſtituting the firſt Converts 
« of every Placethro' which they paſſed, Biſbops and 
© Deacons of thoſe Churches which they gathered, ſo 
c faith Clemens Romanus; the Apoſtles went 5 preach- 
ing in City and Country, appointing the firſt Fruits 
« of their Miniſtry, for Bilh 

« nerally leaving thoſe Biſhops and Deacons to go- 
« vern and enlarge thoſe particular Churches over 
« which they had placed them; whilſt they themſelves 


© paſſed forward, planted other Churches and placed 
Clemen 


'«£ Governours over em. * Thus ſaith Tertulliaa, 
« was ordain'd Biſhop of. Rome - fxg Peter, and Pohcay 
« Biſhop of Smirna by St. os. | 

After this manner they very courageouſly proceed- 
ed, and under very great Oppreſſions, cruel Perſecu- 
tions, and thro' Rivers of Blood Chriſt has miracu- 
louſly preſerv'd his Church and Miniſtry , thro' 

all ſucceeding Ages, for the ſpace of near Seventeen 

Hundred Years, even to our Day. *Tis for this Mi- 
niſtry, and the Maintenance thereof, that we are ſo 

much concern'd. 

And therefore I am, as was propos'd in the ſecond 


pact to endeavour to ſhew that the Perſons engag d 


ercin, being firſt called of God by his Spirit and 
At called Forth by 


Grace, and then being approv'd 


* Smyrnzorum Eccleſia habens Pol carpum, ab Johanne con- 
locatum, Romanorum Clementem a Petro ordinatum, De præ- 
ſcrip. advers. Hereti p. 80. | "hs 


ops and Deacons, ge- 
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the Church or People, and 1 gy, big eb 


and fer apart for this: 
T by, Gir de de mint ie, or in otler 
Words, af iff who worſhip agg profeſs the Name of 
ſelus Chrift, ate in Put) ou d bo contiibare” it . 
the ſupport of their Min r 
In order to make this appear 1 would off theſe 
bb ng Arguments. | 
Firft, Tis founded in Juſtice a} Tit 155 hs 
very Nature and Reafon of the Thing. 
b devoted himſelf to the Miniſtry of the a 
by a Divine Call, and at the re ge e Men, ſn | 
in point of Right, live by the Exercife and Diſehatge 
of that honourable Fanden. Tis an Employ of 
publick Concernment, it moſt neatly affects others 
n the moſt important Part, and They {themſelves 
muſt acknowledge it upon a due Conſideration : Whe 
undertakes a publick ebene ſor the Safer) and 
Good of 55 and outht not to Rate onble 
Conſideration for it? | 
The Apoſtle has us eriety of 4 
different Natures, to Marat this Argument I am 
now upon; Lee in dur preceding Context, 
v. 7. who goer an time at hir vn Charge? 
Surely N This e ſent a Leader of 
their Armies againſt the Enemy, bur what was ſup» | 
ply'd with ſaitable Proviſion, and all neceſſary Fur- 
diture, to enable him to make his Stand and Appear- 
ance in the Field, If jt be expected that he ſhould 
ſer out, and encounter with any Succeſs, let him 
be equip'd, and furniſh'd out anſwerably, 1 5 thoſe 
who have e loyed him. 
Thus much is fairly  contain'd in the Apoſtle's 
eaſoning on this Particular, the Generows Leader, not 
only ventures his own Life and Honour, but he 
the greateſt Dangers, in the Defence and Sei- 
Vice of others, and therefore a ready and reaſonable 
Proviſion Thould be made for him. og 
D . : 8. 


in 
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The Chriſtian profeſſion is often in the New Tei 


tament compar'd to a Warfaring State, and if Chr 
be the great Captain of aur Salvation, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel are the Officers under him; and certainly 
they ought not to be left to the Scorn and Cow 
tempt of a cruel and ill-natur'd World, 
Beſides, the Reaſon holds good farther, thy 
might perhaps manage their own private Warfare 
and fave their own Souls, without running ſuch i 
riſque of becoming mean and deſpiſed amongſt Men; 
but they expoſe themſelves. for the Edification and 
Advantage of others, therefore tis but juſt and 
equitable that they ſhould be carefully ſuccour'd ad 
provided for. 8 12 
Buffer me only to apply this Inſtance very briefly, 
yet very plainly for the Sake of the meaner Capr- 
cities. 3 ed 
Lou muſt know then, that a Miniſter of a Con- 
pregation is the Perſon intended going a Warfare, 
leading of others out by his ſound Doctrine and good 
Example, againſt the Devil and his Kingdom, again 
a malicious ignorant Generation, againſt many pro- 
phane Scoffers and Revilers, Enemies to all that 
good: And is there no Fund of neceſſary ſupply 
to bear up his Spirits, and ſtrengthen his Hands in 
i9. excellent:s, Canſe as ths 't 1. 
Let us now view the next Simile, the Apoſtk 
makes uſe of, Who po a Vireyara, and eateth ni 
of the Fruit thereof „ . 
The Reaſoning contain'd here is very obvious, 
would be ſtrange and unnatural indeed, for a Man to 
dig and toil, and ſpend his Time and Strength, in 
planting and raiſing a Vineyard, and yet not to taſte 
the Fruit thereof, both for Pleaſure and Refreſhment. 
The Application of this Part is fairly this, A Mr 
viſter is the Planter of the Vineyard, he beſtows hs 
Time and Labour, his Underſtanding and sunt 
/ 


in endcavouring to plant and ſettle, to inſtru 
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=. .. | 
edify the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt : And muſt he 
not have the Neceffaries of Life, while he is thus 
employed in the beſt Work, and often in the Sweat 
of his Brow, ſtriving to improve and cultivate his 
Lord's Vineyard ? 5 | ICT 
I fall at preſent mention but one more of the 
inſtances from common life, which the Apoſtle has 
produced to this Purpoſe, Who feedeth a Flock, and 
erh not of the Milk, of the Flock | 
This is ſo familiar a way of reaſoning, that it 
can't but ſuit the Capacities of all ſorts of People. 
Who would look after a Flock in the Heat of the 
Day, and Dew of the Night, if he might have nei- 
efly, tber Wool! to cloath him, nor Milk to feed him ? 
ape Wl The Apoſtle well underſtood the Make and Temper 
| of Mankind, and therefore he addreſſes himſelf in a 
Doo Way moſt likely to convince and ſtrike the Mind, 
far, by the moſt apr Similitudes that could be thought 
c RY Eh 
= | Theſe Things are ſo very plain and inſtructive, 
p- chat he appeals to the common Senſes of all People; 
at is the Evidence of this Argument ſpeaks for it felt, 
7 let any man make it his own Caſe, and only ima- 


in ne himſelf in the Room of a Miniſter, and I am 
ure he will agree to this way of Reaſoning. The 

olle WM Shepherd, or Perſon looking after the Flock, is a Paſ- 
wit tor of a Church or Congregation of Chriſtians, he 
| watcheth over their Souls as one that muſt give an 
„ it WW Account. He feeds em with Knowledge and Un- 
n to derſtaoding, he breaks unto 'em the Bread of Life, 
„ in Bl ang; and leads em by divine Counſels and Per- 
teof ſuaſioas, building them up in their moſt holy Faith. 
nt. Nov if the Paſtor feeds his Flock after this man- 
Mi- ber with Spirituals, will any People think much to 
be ſupply him with Temporals? Thus the Apoſtle in 
gth, . Verſe of our Context, if we have ſown unte you 
7 is it a great Thing if we reap of your 

dify Wl 7-4! Things $4 1 4 
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1 

Lam ſare the Exchange in this Point turns vaſth 
to the Advantage of the Hearer. Spiritual Thing 
I hope far exceed all Temporals ; and the Knoy, 
ledge of God is infanitely preferable, to the periſhi 
Droſs of this Earth. And conſequently a fai 
Preacher of the Goſpel well deſerves a comfort 
ſhare of the} Supplies of Life, and ought always u 
be accounted highly worthy of due Eſteem, and d 

all the grateful Returns that cap be made from a wi 
— . ee = 
II. Secondy, The next Argument is taken fron 
the Divine Inſtitution of a liberal Allowance to thok 
who miniſter'd under the former Diſpenſation. 
The Apoſtle rakes it for granted, that they woull 
be eaſily convinc'd of the Reaſonableneſs of ther 
Duty, ſince it had been a Practice of a long ſtand 
ing in the Jewiſh Church, and that of s om 
Appointment, to allow liberally ſor the Maintenance 
o — Prieſthood ; Do ye not know that _ * 
minifier abous bely Thing s, live of the Things of the Tem 
ple? and mage th ca at S Altar, are Param 
with the Altar? And indeed who is there that by 
read the Old Teſtamenty but what muſt know tha 
the Prieſts liv'd by their Office? They miniſter di 
Haly Things for the Lord and the People, and ther 
Miniſtry honourably maintain'd *em. They fervel 
at the Altar, and 4 thence a plentiful Proyiſion 
was allow'd em. They and their Families were i 
- partake of the beſt Oblations, the Lord expreſly pe 
viding that their Sons and their Daughters, and il 
who were clean in their Hoyſholds, ſhould eat of 
the choiceſt Fruits of the Laa. 
atisfaction u 


. 


I ſhall mention bur one Paſſage for 5 
this Point. e | 


„ 


| Aud the Lord ke uno Aaron ſajin , behold, I len 

Haen thee the of wn of mrjug Heawe: erings, of all the 

Kalle ay of the Children of Iſrael; ame thee luer 
7 


4 given them by reaſon of the anointing, and to thy Saws 5 
. 8 ; 1 mY 


. 
ik 4 | 


f : 
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calls for ſome — Uſage, and requires the comfort 
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ever. This ſhall be thi boy 
ar et ones y 


3 


ſs —— 'T fee ge e 2. nd 
4 


to $A 09 and jo thy Daughters with thee, by 


an het 3s loan fo fy I 7 
_—— — l, and all the beſt of the 
Wine, and of the —— * irſt· fruits of them which 


they ſhall offer unto the Lord, them I have Suu the. 


Num. xvüi. 8, 9, 11, 12. 


I would not be miſunderſtood upon this Head, as 
if I intended to plead for Luxury i volu 2 
— Far from it, God forbid! but I ſer this 
e before the Eyes of ſome tenacious ſort of 
— who would have Miniſters lead a dejected, | 


| — — and a very mean Liſe, who grudge em even 


ſo much as common Fare with their Neighbours, and 
think if they come up to this, tis too good for m. Bat 


I bope better things, the I thus ſpeak, of the 12 


of Hearers, they have a more agreeable ſenſe of Ju 

tice, Gratitude and Generoſity. Miniſters are uſu» 
ally brought up as tenderly as other Men, tis great 
pity (if they are faithful eſpecially) they ſhould be 
ex pos d to any Hardſhips as to Food and Raiment. 


and Supply for their Families, when they are ſettled 
in their Work; much more is it that they ſhquld 


be neglected in their old Age, and made to feel Wang 
and Scarcity, after they have born the Heat of the 
pplication in 2 ſtudjous contemplative 
way is not the Lat Friend to the Conſtitution: Con- 


ſtant, * reaching and frequent Faſtings are 
* d with 4 train of. diverſe Weakneſ- 


— and Indi oſitions. The conſideration of this 


able Supports of Life; Drink no longer Water, but 
4e 4 little Wine, fer thy Sromach's ale, aud thine 


ey. ies. 2 Tim v. 3 
en 1 II. Thirdh, 


theſe things? 1 Tim. iv. 15, 16. Tis a Work 


appear to all; take beed unto thy felf, and unte 


niſter and the People; Therefore | ſhalt thou 


underſtand the fear 


* 
if 


ny. + 
TH. Thirdy, The next Argument that T offer, is 
from the difficult and important Nature of the Work 
of the Miniſtry ; *tis enough to take up the whole 
of any Man's Time. The Apoſtle might well fay, 


- bat we will give our ſelves continually jo Prayer, and to 


the Miniſtry of the Word. And who is 7 


th 


the 


neceſſarily requires Leiſure and Application; 


Apoſtle ſays to Timothy, Meditate upon theſe Things, 


give thy ſelf wholly to em, that thy profiting 1 


Doctrine. Again, Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved. ane 
God, a Worker ot; br not to be . 217 
dividing the Word of Truth. 2. Tim it. 15. 

that is appointed to feed others with Knowledge and 
Underſtanding, ſhould have his allowance of Time 
to prepare their Spiritual Food for em, that be muy 
be able to bring forth out of his Treaſure things new and 


eld. Or elle that terrible Threatning of God thro' 


the Prophet may be juſtly apply'd to both the Mi- 
fall in 
the Day, and the Prophet alſs ſhall fall with thee in the 


ps and I will deſtroy thy Mother. My People are 


reyed for lack of Knowledge, becauſe thou haſt rejeit- 
ed Knowledge, I will alſo reels thee, that thow ſhalt be 


a 10 Prieſt fo me. Ho. ww. 55 8. 


The Deep things of God, and the Myſteries of 
our holy Religion, are nor ſearched our to any good 
purpoſe, without very conſiderable Pains; we mult 


daily ſtudy the Holy Scriptures, with all the agree- 


able helps we can come at, comparing Spirituals things 
with Spiritual: If we cry after Knowledge, and lift up 
our Voice for Underſtanding, if we ſeth, ber as Silver, 
and ſearch for ber as for hid Treaſure, then ſball we 
of the Lord, and find the know 
fo He that has not ſufficient Te EE 
Things, nor proper Means (Books) to aſſiſt him in 
his Cloſet, 3 mean in the 2 | 
| | 15 ſpa 


— 


| Tad | 
ſpeak but little to the Profit and Edification;of, thoſe 
he is concern'd with. But what is more amazing ſtill, 
ſome People love, or at leaſt ſeem eaſy to have it fo. 
It may not be amiſs for me to take notice here, 
that there are two ſorts of Perſons engag d in the 
Work of the Miniſtry : The one labours under 
the Diſadvantage. of a more ſlender Education; this 
Diſtinction regards chiefly, if not only, the Miniſ- 
ters of Baptiſt Congregations, and eſpecially in the 
Country; the other has been bro't up in the Study 
of ſome uſeful Branches of Literature; now tis hard 
to determine which of theſe two has moſt; need of 
a comfortable Maintenance, to make his Mind caſy, 
7 P give him ſuitable Leiſure to attend his great 
ork. rn e 
As to the former of theſe, he is unhappily cramp' d, 
and oblig'd to turn himſelf within the Compaſs of 
his plain Bible, without the Advantage of expoſitory 
Writings, having perhaps only a few practical Books 
beſides, which may tend but very little to advance 
uſeſul Knowledge. If this Man be obliged to work 
with his Hands, and to maintain bimſelf and Family 
by his Induſtry in worldly Affairs, you may eaſily 
gueſs, what a lean unedifying Miniſtry his muſt be; 
and it does not lie in his Power to mend it. It can't 
in reaſon be otherwiſe expected from him. He is 
rather to be ener itied than blamed. He has 
not Money to purc 4 uſeful Books in his Mother 
Tongue, nor has he leiſure to peruſe them were they 
freely preſented him. Whereas, if this Perſon was 
diſcharg'd of the Incumbrances of the World, that 
he might devote himſelf intirely to Reading, Study, 
and the Improvement of his Intellectuals; he might 
| become, not only 4 Workman that needed not to be 
am d. but an Ornament in his Day. Not to 
mention the Deceas'd, whoſe Works yet ſpeak ho- 
nourably for em; I could give many living 2 
0 


| of the Truth of this, wete it eirher neceſſiry ti 


crown all. 


He can't Work with his Hands, for he was brought 


the Miniſtry, and yet, the moſt neceſſary Work in 


rert are very few, I mean ſuch as are qualified for, 
and fairhſul in that awful Character. £ 


may be brought within a very narrow Compals. 
| have no better preaching in many places of this Na- 


_ coarſe, and that they are no better ſerv'd where they 
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But let us now turn our Eye to the other fort; 
who have been train'd up to ſome tolerable D 
of Lrarning. We are to obſerve then, that according 
to the uſual Method of Education, Languages an 
ſome of Philoſopby rake up the firſt Years'of 
Youth and Manhovd, the po Study of Divinity 
being left to the laſt, and reſerved as a Diadem t 


When this Perſon is ſettled in the Miniſtry, not 
having half a necefſary Maintenance, what muſt, ot 
can be expected from him? Were I to ſpeak my 
Mind freely, he is the more miferable of the wo, 


up to no ſecular Buſineſs; tis impoſſible he ſhould, 
with any Peace and Vigour of Mind purſue hi 
Studies: Anxious Cares will unavordably prevent 
that. In ſhort, he is in a ready way to be flarv'd 
in both Body and Mind, and to become dejected, 
diſpirired and uſeleſs in his Day. Quit ralia fads 
a lachrymis 3 Many a brave uncommon Ge: 
nius hath been cramp'd, depreſſed and buried in 
Odſcurity, in theſe very Circumſtances I have now 
mention d. But what a Diſcouragement in the mean 
time muff this be to any, to turn their Thoughts toward 


the World? the Harveſt truly is great, but the Labow- 


Upon the whole, the ſtate of the Caſe is this, and 
"Tis the notorious Fault of the People, that rhey 
tion; and indeed 'tis no Wonder, if their Bread be 


are willing to give little or no Encouragement © 
provide their Spiritual Food for 'em. BS 


= eis) 

'Tis ſtrange: that any ſhould be their own Ene · 
mies, and that in the moſt important Affair, and be 
ſo little concern d about the Salvation of their own 
Souls, as to be contented with any thing, whether it 
deſerves the Name of a Miniſtry or no, and all this 
to ſave a little worldly Subſtauce. „ ie 1 

Oh unhappy; wretched Covetouſneſs! the Root 
of all Evils © 507 25 199 730037 1 5159 (90/1, PIIOVY 

I am loth to ſay it, and yet I am ſatisfied in the 
Truth of it, that there are many rich Tradeſmen, and 
wealthy Farmers attending in many Townsand Villages 
in this Nation, who have their Purſes of Gold ready 
by them, waiting for the welcome News of a Purs 
chaſe, or Mortgage offer d to their Hand, who yet 
vill ſcarce advance twenty Shillings a Year extraordi- 
nary, for the ſake of a judicious and ſolid Miniſtry: 
Are Lands and Houſes, and the increaſe of Corn and 
Cattle, of more value than the S6nls of Men? If 
there any more likely way to ſave your on Souls, 
and thoſe of your Children and Families, than by fits 
ting under a ſound and able Miniſtry ? Then look out 
for ſuch a one. Put a juſt Eſteem and Value upon itz 
reſolve to allow for the honourable Maintenance of its 
and encourage others ſo to do; and you'll find t ill 
turn to your infinite Comfort and Advantage in the 
End. You'll have, when they are wanted, Men of 
Integrity and Ability, that will adorn and recom- 
mend Religion, to be your watchful Guides, to go 
in and out before you. . He 

IV. I come to urge our Lord's own direct Ap- 
pointment, than which nothing can carry with it 
more awful Authority. If Chriſt has ordain'd, that 
Men ſhould freely give to ſupport the Miniſtry of his 
Goſpel, ſurely they will hearken to the Voice of their 
Saviour, as they expect Favour, when they appear in 
his Sight; and this he has fully and expreſly done: 
Even ſo has the Lord ordain'd, that they which preach the 


Goſpel, ſuould live of the * Mat. x. 7, 9. 0 
| - is 4 


a * 
* 


Purſes, for the Workman 1s warthy of his Maat, aud the 


World. They were not to ſer out at their own Charge, 


on, but to be maintain'd by thoſe, to whom 
were ſent ; they were expreſly. forbid to carry wi 


and convincing, the Labourer is worthy 


who were honour'd with their Preſence and Meſſage. 


e, and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſerh me, and he the 


faithful Miniſters, and will be made 
or no, the Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom are ſtill the 


e 
The original Commiſhon given to the Diſciple 
was, Go preach, ſaying, the Kingdom of 'Heaven it « 


Labourer of his Hire, Luke x. 3, 4, J, 6: 7, 8, 9, 10, 
IT. Tu tai — them forth in his 
Name, to try what reception they ſhould find in the 


nor to expend the little Subſtance they had of their 


them Gold, Silver, or Braſs ; the Reaſon: is plain, 
of bis Hire, 
And ſurely the Servants of ſuch a Lord deſerv'd 4 
kind Entertainment, the Meſſengersof ſuch glad Tid- 
ings 1 to have a very welcome Reception; accord - 
ingly their Lord demanded and expected it from thoſe, 


Toy are very awful Words, He that receiveth you, 
receiverh me, and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that 
40. He that heareth you, bearatb 


me, Matt. x. 


aeſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me, Luke x. 16. 
of this is — in our Day, 2 regard » 
d, tO ti 
very End of the World. Whether Men conſider it 


ſame, and he expects a willing Obedience to them; 
the ſtanding irreverſible Order is, that they who . 
taught in the Word, do freely communicate to them, 
who teach in all good Things. And 'tis added in the 
Fo rot 4 Be not deceived, _ _ | 
or whatſoever 4 Man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo reap» 

Since it is thus, fo our — Chriſt the Authot 
of the Goſpel, Redeemer of his Church and People. 
and Judge of the World, has undeniably ordain d 4 
Maintenance for the Minilters of his Word, then 
ſuffer me to beſeech and intreat you, to receive _ 
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ing you y as * 
Thus 1 ä a — you, (che Com 
upon which the Maintenance of — Miniſtry is 
ſounded, in as plain and brief a Manner as T : * 
ſhall take notice Went e; r preſent nd 
lo pals Oy * 759 l yam 22 (4 

0bj. 1. The one is prom "Tis not cena & bd 
determin'd, what muſt, and ſhould' be allowed: for 
this Service. H . beans: 

Au. I Anſwer, rhirdocebbr diſcharge any from their 
Obligation to the 1 it ſelf, every one ought to 
contribute according to his Subſtance and Ability, 
till the Miniſtry is provided for; ind 
Miniſter plac'd above the Apprehenſions of want, or 
any Cont that Account: That he may be 
able to anſwer with Eaſe and Honeſty the'Demarids of 
Life, and provide for his Family with Reputation. 
To deen in this Caſe, the Maintenance of a Mi- 
niſter ought to be more than juſt enough to keep 
him from real Want; it ſhould be ſufficient to enable 
him to ſuſtain erery Branch of his tender and ſacred 
Character: To be given 10 Hoſpitality, 1 Tim. iii. 2. 
5 one expreſs Qualification required in a Miniſter: 
And how ſhall he open his Hand and his Houſe to 


* 


| entertain and relieve others, unleſs the People, by 


their free and generous Allowances, put it in his 
Power ſo to do? I would not be miſtaken; while T 
am thus reaſ in the behalf of my Brethren, and 
my ſelf, I hope we can all truly ſay, that we deteſt. 
the mhm 4 Coveto Craft of the Clergy 
of the Church of Rome, whd — or procure ſuch 
large Donatives from the People, as to found Hoſpi- 
tals, to build Churches, to endow Monaſteries, and to 
raſe ſuch Revenues tor their Clergy, as to ſer many 
of them on an * with the Princes of the Earth. 
D 2 Theſe 
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Theſe Thio might be counted h Hardſhips ix 
deed, unjuſtly impos d an the — 1 


Forefathers ſubmitted to, under the ſubtile Perſu- 
ſion of the Prieſts, ſor the good of their Souls: But 
we abhor all ſuch infamous Practices, and ſuch an un- 
godly Ambition. All that we plead for our felve, 


or our Brethren, and Companions in the Work of the 


Goſpel, is, ſuch à moderate Contribution from our 
Hearers, as may ſupport the Character of a Miniſter 
above Contempt, and give him a Capacity ind 
Courage to fulfill every part of his Duty, without 
being expos d to thoſe Hardſhips, and thoſe Men- 
neſſes, which a daily and hourly Anxiety about his 
pwn and his Family's Subſiſtence may expoſe him to. 
Leet it be conſidered therefore, that that Man is un- 


worthy of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, nay, | ſaid to be 
worſe than an Infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. who eg 


vide for his Family, thoſe of his own Houſe, eſpe- 


| _ cially his own} Fleſh and Blood. Tis but a melan- 
choly Proſpect, and it creates many dark Apprehen - 
ſions, when à Miniſter has but merely a bare Sub- 


ſiſtence, and. is able to leave nothing in Store, for 
poor Widow, and fatherleſs Children, when his own 
Head is laid. And I have ſometimes thought, that 
the Relict and Deſcendents of ſuch a Miniſter mult 
have more than ordinary Impreſſions of N if 
they don't, on Occaſions, ſeverely reflect on the Con- 
duct of ſuch a Perſon, who for the ſake of ſerving 


the Publick by his Miniſtry,” has left his own Family 


ſo very bare behind him in the World. How far the 
Goſpel requires Self-denial in this Point, I will not 
at preſent pretend to determine. = BOLT 
However, I ſhould think that the Conſideration 
of theſe Things might ſomewhat enlarge the Hearts 
of all, in whoſe Power it is, to have a very favour- 
able Regard to thoſe Miniſters ; eſpecially, who are 
ſurrounded with numerous Families, and yet but in 
low Circumſtances, as to the Things of this * 2 


2. Th 
* 37 5 
- Y 
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2. The other vulgar Objection is this, if Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel are paid for their Miniſtration, 
then they may be juſtly look'd upon as no better 
than Hirelings. - 
The ſhorteſt way to anſwer this Objection, is to 
ſhew what Hirelings are; or who properly deſerve 
that Name. In ſhort, they are ſuch as preach fora 
Living, = with that View; ſuch as would not 
meddle with the Goſpel, and the Service of Chriſt, if 
their Livings and Emoluments were allow'd them 
without it; they are ſuch whoſe Aim and Buſineſs is 
to grandize themſelves, and rife ro Preferments 
in this World, by their appearance in the © ſacred 
Order of the Mimiſtry. They have no concern 
for the Souls of Men, and don't care what be- 
comes of the Flock, if they themſelves can but live 
in Fulneſs and Luxury. The Prophet Ezekiel has de- 
nounced a terrible Wo againſt ſuch. Wo be to the 
Shepherds of Iſrael, that do feed themſelves ; Pouid not 
the Shepherds feed the Flocks? Je eat the Fat, and ye 
clath you with the Wool, ye kill them that are fed, but ye 
feed not the Flock, Chap. xxxiv. 2, 3. I have nothing 
to do with theſe Prophets, nor yet with their Wages. 
I am ſpeaking of, and pleading for the faithful 
S:rvants of Jeſus Chriſt, Who love him, and ſer ve 
him out of a Principle of Love, and a tender Concern 
for the Salvation of Mankind. For we preach not our 
ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and our ſelves your 
Servants for Feſus ſake, 2 Cor. iv. 5. WEL: 
All ſincere Preachers and Paſtors are of this Number, 
and are properly call'd the Miniſters, or Servants of the 
Churches for their great Maſter's ſake: They watch 
not only over their own Souls, but the Souls of others; 
they endeavour to approve themſelves to every Man's 
Conſcience, gs faithful Stewards of the manifold Myſteries 
ef Chrit, They are his Meſſengers, to treat with a 
rebellious, ſtubborn, and ignorant World, who lay 
94t their Health and Strength in promoting the glo- 
5 | 0 
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rious Coſpel of the Son of God, end who look fur- 
ther than the Hands of Men, even to the Hands of 
their exalted Redeemer, for a Reward and Crown of 
Glory. =o 


I ſhall now inſtead of any other Application of thi 


Diſcourſe, cloſe all, by adding ſome ſuitable Motive, 
to induce and encourage thoſe that are able to ſup- 
port the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in their great and 
neceſſary Work. Fad hot” SOT ol 

1. Remember that whilſt you ſtrengthen their 


Hands, you are in ſome Senſe Fellow-labowrers with 
them in the Vineyard, and Harveſt of our Lord. To 


give conſcientiouſly towards maintaining the Miniſtry | 
of the Goſpel, will entitle you to a ſhare in the Glory 
that fal be revealed; + .. of 0 00 
It the Conſideration of this will not prevail with 
Men that firmly believe a future State of Retribution; 


I know not What will; do you find any laudable 
Zeal, and holy working in your Minds, to be uſeful. 


in the Salvation of others? And would you be per- 
takers of the Honour and Reward'of well-doing, in 
winning Souls to God? Then ſupport thoſe who in- 
duſtriouſly labour in the Word and Doctrine. Read 
and conſider well what is ſaid, They that be wiſe ſal 
Spine as the brightneſs of the Firmament, and they that 
turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and 
ever, Dan. xii. 3. Know aſſaredly, that he which con- 
verteth a Sinner from the error of his Way, ſhall ſave 4 
Soul from Death, and hide a multitude of Sins, James 
v. 20. Be not weary in well. doing, for in due ſeaſon 


| Je ſbull reap if ye feint not, Gal. vi. 9. Therefore m) 


beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, nnnmoveable, abvays 4 
bounding in the Work, of the Lord, for as much u Ye 
{ naw, that your Labour is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. 
XV- 38. For God is not unrighteous to forget your Work 
and Labour of Love, which ye oat aria ane och 
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Name, in that ye have minifter'd to the Saints, ani de 
miniſter. Theſe Words ſhall not fall to the Ground, 
they ſhall anſwer the End for which they were 
ſpoken, he is fairhful that hat promiſed. Therefore 
conſider the end of ſuch a Converſation, keep your 
Eye upon the recom of the Reward, | looki 
further than the Things 
Temporal, even to t 
are Eternal. n ie 7% 2 0 

2. To ſupport the Intereſt of Chriſt and Reli 
is the moſt honourable Way of lay ing out your 
ſtance, in the Eſteem of all ſerious and religious Peo- 
ple. Acting from a ſincere Principle in this Point, 
may reaſonably be expected to meet with @ juſt and 
allowable Regard from both God and Men; 
free from any abject and vain Applauſe, that 8 phari- 
ſaical Spirit is ſo fond of. We read of ſome whole 
Praiſe was in the Goſpel, through all the Churches: There 
are ſome Names and Characters handed down in the 
holy Scriptures, with a very recommending, grateful 
Remembrance of thoſe Perſons, and of what th 
did, merely for their ſhewing great and remarkab 
Reſpect to thoſe who miniſter'd for God in holy 
| Things, The Lord always ſignified his high Appro- 
bation of the Actions of willing Minds, manifeſted 
in a liberal Behaviour towards his Servants ; he loverh 
4 chearful Giver. And he has often ſhewn, and do's 
ſtill even in our Day, give diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
his Favour to ſuch, in a viſible manner, in this pre- 
ſent Life. Tis ſaid, That God bleſſed the f 
Obed-edom, and all that pertain'd unto him, becanſe of 
bis Ark, having Emtertainment there, for the ſpace 
ſome Months. 3 8 — 

I ſhall take the Liberty to lay before you folne 
other E plain Inſtances to this Purpoſe, and 
leave t e Enlargement on theſe Things to your ſeri- 
ous Meditations, I 28 by the famous Caſe of 

0 


the generous Shunemiriſh Woman, who was as notabl. 
rewarded, 


Cc 


rewarded, for. ſhewing tender eſpe ro the Prophet 
— — Kings. iv. 8. in not on 
E 


diſtinct commodious t to be built for him, 


coming by her Habitation in his Travels. 


the deſirable Bleſſing of à Son, miraculo 


nen Chthes with the Spices, as the manner 


i, 


5 | giving him Bread 
ntertainment, as he ſojourn'd ; bur in cauſing a 


that he might uſe it as his own, when he paſſed and 


repaſſed that way. And tis ſaid ſhe did this, becauſe 


ſhe perceiv'd him to be an holy Man of God, 


* 


There is a peculiar Simplicity in the familiar Stile, 
and lively Repreſentation of the ſacred Hiſtorian, 
Aud it fell on that Day that Eliſha paſſed to Shunem, 
where wat a great Woman (in worldly Circumſtances) and 

con/irained him to eat Bread, and ſo it was, that u 
oft as be paſſed by, he turned in thither to eat Bread; and 
ſhe ſaid unto her Flusband, behold now, I perceive, tha 


this is an Man of God, which paſſeth by us continualh, 
let us —— Chamber, I pray thee 24 Mall, aud 


let us ſet for him there a Bed, and a Table, and 4 Stool, 
and a Candl:ſtick, and it ſball be when he cometh to 1, 


that he ſhall turn in thither. 


And what was done by the divine Hand, in con- 
ſiderat ion of this eminent Zeal? The Lord. gave her 
y rais'd 

him to Life again, when he was really dead, gave her 
Favour in the Eyes of the King, who cauſed her 
Houſe and Land to be reſtored to her and her Family, 
which ſhe had been oblig'd to quit for the ſpace of 
ſeven Years together, on Account of a very ſevere 


Famine, | 


Again, it ſeems at firſt view, but 25 2 thing, oſ 
ſmall moment, that the Woman in the Goſpel 
ſhould pour ſuch * a Box of Ointment on our Saviour's 


| * Tis called a Box of very precious Ointment, being * 


ounded of Spices and Aromatic Ingredients; thus We 7 
In xix. 40. They tool the Body of Feſus, and wound it in 
of the Fems was # 

bury, and they had prepared Ointments for this Purpoſe, - 
they uſed to do to great Perſonages ; ſee the embalming 


| cob, „I. 2. | 
Jac? + ; Head; 
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Head; but twas order'd in Divine Wiſdom fo, that it 
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ever the Goſpel ſhould be preach'd in the whole World, the 
dee This 7 be told as a Memorial of her. Mat. 
xxvi. 7. The Ap le has gratefully recorded the Zeal 


and Liberality of gs wr who made it his Buſt- 
neſs to find him out, tho! in a Priſon, often refreſb'd- 
him, and was not aſham'd of his Chain; 2 Tim. i. 16, 
17. Now in requital of ſuch a Chriſtian Behaviour, 
the Apoſtle prays, that God wonld ſbew Mercy to him 
cis hs Hoe. 
Gaivs, and the elect Lady are both honour'd by 
the Apoſtle John, each with a diſtin Epiſtle, ( ſecond 
and third) tor their eminent Appearance for, and Ad- 
herence to the Truth; and eſpecially. for their great 
Hoſpitality, in entertaining and ſuccouring the Apoſ- 
tles and their faithful Aſſiſtants the "Miniſters of the 
Goſpel in thoſe Days. Theſe are ſhining Examples 
worthy your Imitation, twould be a large but a 
very noble Cloud of Witneſſes, were we to take notice 
of all thoſe who are recorded for their eminent Zeal- 
for God and Chriſt and the Support of Religion. 
But the mention of their Names 1s perfum'd with 
the ſweet Incenſe of Divine Approbation, God has 
publickly own'd 'em, and fignyfy'd an Eſteem for 
em: And that is enough; there is nothing higher 
to be defir'd, who is more illuſtrious than that Man, 
Whoſe Praiſe is of God? We are directed to provoke 
one another unto Love and good Works, Heb. x. 24. 
Brethren, whatſoever Things are true, whatſoever Things 
oe honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things 
or pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever Things 
are of good Report, if there be any Virtue, if there be any 
Praiſe, think on theſe Things. 


F | And 
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An indeed what can be more honourably, fag c 
a Perſon even amongſt Men, than that he volug- 
tarily iſſues out a conſiderable Part of his Subſtance 
for publick good, eſpecially hen he levels 15 
lg ns far the 8 pricual Advantage. of foe 
valtly heightens 15 dee Ch Ker. q How 
hot urably does it ſauod Wert it Jo. be ful ly faid, 
t ſuch a e is a date Ca Taft trument in the co 


of Providence to keep fpel in ſuch 3 City, 
＋. Wn, or Village? he 1 Y ah were eee 95 oy 
and prevents the Removal of & out of 
its Place: And tho' the Glo ox. Chap wn due to 
God, who liberalty beſtows t deer ede 
cioully gave. the Heart to lay it our , for 0 : 
good Ends, yet the Inhab 9785 5 1100 1 
bourhood are more oeboldca to ſuch 2 My | 
they are aware; he does what, lies in bis Power 

to, awaken his cighbours and. thoſe 0.08 about 
him, and to forgwarn em #6, Zee from the Hub u 
come, and. to Hecure the thi at belong. to their dermal 
peace, before it be teo late. js Jones e pener apes Views mor- 
| thy 4 Chriſtian Spirit ! What ASK rious ne! muſt 
be ia Reſerve for ſuch a F teous . Were I 

in a private Ca apacity of wher rewith 
of this World' $ Goods, I 15 K e be active 
and liberal for my own ſake, as well as that of o- 
I "i ſecure an able and faithful Miniftry, » where 
LNA. 

"This is the ready way to draw down the Blel- 
Nags of Heaven, and to reap of the Increaſe. of the 
Earth ; the Way to honour God here, and © be 
admitted to live with him hereafter. . : 

I have but one Word more to add, and that i 5 
this; What has been faid on this Subject, does not 
only concern Members of n and * 

Communion, who have actually given up 

. and have entred in a ſtricter _ = 


k * 
yy Y * 
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Chriſtian Fellowſhip, but tis the Duty of all others, 
of common Heaters and Attendants, to contribute 
towards ſupporting the Miniſtry of the Word. Vea, 
the Duty of Servants and young Perſons, according 
to what they have, for the Lord requires no other- 


wiſe. This is the way to learn to be uſeful in your 


Day, when God ſhall furniſh you with better Abt- 
lity, and raiſe you to higher Stations in the World. 
Remember the Mite of the Widow caſt into the 
Treaſury, was accepted and narrowly obſerv'd by the 
Lord, 'twas look'd upon as more than the Contribu- 
tion of the Rich, who gave out of their Abundance. 
Conſider the Enlargedneſs and Zeal of their Hearts of 
old, at the Building of the Tabernacle : Aud they came 
every one whoſe Heart ſtirred him up, every one whom his 
Spirit made him willing. And every Man with whom 


t found Blue, and Purple, and Scarlet, and fine Linen, 
and Goat's Hair, and red Skins of Rams, and Badger: 


Shins, brought them. And every Man with whom was 
found Shittim-Mood, for any Work of the Service brought 
it. And all the Women that were wiſe-hearted, did ſpin 
with their Hands, and brought that which they had ſpun. 
Exod. xuxv. 21, % 26. | 
| Now theſe Things are recorded ſor our Admoni- 
tion, and ſhew to us, that the Lord looks at the 
Heart, and the willing Mind, and that none muſt be 
uſeleſs in the Service of God; tis requir'd from us ac | 
cording to what we have, and not according to what we 
have not, They that can't afford to give much, may 
be able to give ſomething, and in ſo doing they diſ- 
charge a good Conſcience toward God. 

And now, my Brethren, to conclude, I hope 


You'll bear the Word of Exhortation; I have endea- 


vour'd to ſet your Duty before you, in as clear Light 


2 could, and ſhewn, that before the Law, and un- 


der the Law, and even under the Goſpel, twas 
and is the Duty of all to aſſiſt in ſupporting the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God. Now, 2s you regard the 

| F 2 | Honour 


o 


| |] (36) 
11 Honour w our Redeemer, as you would ſecure the 
. Salvation of your own Souls, as you would promote 


the round elfare of your Families, Relations, and 
Neighbours, conſider well What has been ſaid, give 
this Doctrine Room and Entertainment in your 


—_ 1. Hearts, and happy N i , Thing 
I's Je do them. 
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APPENDIX 
Have room in this Place to make certain Remarks, 
which tend to elucidate and help to clear up 
ſome particular Points of the Subject contain'd in 
this Sermon. Which may not improperly be inſer- 
ted in an Appendix, and yet would look odd in the 
Diſcqurſe it ſelf, and be apt to hinder and diſturb 
the well-meaning Reader in the Peruſal of it. „ 
1. I obſerve the common Current of Expoſitors 
agreeing in the Suppoſition, that Melchixedie was a 
real Man, and with them I have readily gone: And 
yet it muſt be own d, that [Man] is a Supplement 
in our Tranſlation, Heb. vii. 4. Now conſider how 
great this Man was, there is neither ne aner 
nor "Avgwa@- [ Anthropos] nor any thing elle 
peremptorily to determine that he was a proper Man, 
and not ſome other intelligent Being, in the appear- 
ance of human Form t. | 
Some learned Writers have taken hold of this Han- 
dle, and ſtrenuouſly fallen in with the other fide 
of the Queſtion, viz. That he was no other than the 
proper Son of God, the great. high Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion, the Prince of Peace, and King of Saints. 
Of this Number is Pet. Cunews, who with great ſtrength 
of Judgment as well as very nice critical Learning, has 
left us an excellent Morn Diſſertation on this Head, 
de Repub. Hebr. lib. 3. cap. 3. However in a point 
of mere Speculation as this is, there can be no great 
Danger in a modeſt Enquiry. That the vulgar Opinion, 
viz. his being one of the Sons of Noah, is not true, 


Ithink is plain enough, ſor we have an Account of 


their Parentage, and their Poſterity. Great Numbers 
of very curious Writers agree, that he was a Man, tho? 
they differ in determining who he was. 5 
Dr. Cave makes him to be one of the Regali, or 
petty Kings in the Land of Canaan, extraordinarily rais d 
+ Ormicrs 5 ri er @-, Intuemini autem quantus fit hie. 


. 28) 

up and bw ht in among the Lk. Gi any 
Meation of his Orig __ End, of his Predeceſſot c 
Succeſſor, that he _ ht be a fitter Type of Jeſus Chriſ 
in all Things. As to his Royal Title of King of Sala, 
It does by mo no means interlere with his Prieſtly FunGia, 
fince nothing was more common in antient Times, the 
for the ſame Perſon to ſuſtain both the regal and ſacer- 
dotal Characters, or to be both King and Prieſt. 

Vigil introduces Aus as King: : and. Prieſt of th 
| Iſland Delos. #1 
Rex Anius, rex idem es, Phobique dere 
Vitis & ſacra — tem por lune Ry 


Occierit. 3 1 16. 
'And Cicero repreſents Len the firſt King of Hom 
as one of the ſacred Order, as well as rais'd to the 
Dignity. Hmjns urbis Parens Romulus, non folum 25 
picato urbem condidiſſe, ſed ipſe etiam E Anger foi 
traditur, Lib. 1. de Divina. 

But even the Sacred Writings thenfeſves piveus very 
memorable Inſtances to this Purpoſe. David King of 
Jſrael was an eminent Prophet, and compos'd a vanety 


of Pſalms and divine Songs for the publick Celebration | 


of the Worſhip of God. As for Solomon, there is one 
. of his Books that goes by the Title of that of the 
Preacher, and begins thus, The Words of the Preacher, 
the Sen of David King of Feruſalem, Berk i. 15”. 

Thheſe Conſiderations put together, will help us eaſi i 
to reconcile the two Appellations of Melchiſe Kale as Ki 72 FE 
of Salem, and at the ſame Time Pricft of the moſt | 

2. The next thing to be uftrired' is, what 

ſtrable Proportion of Maintenance the Levires had; 10 
a learned Prehate [Biſhop Barlow) hath left us an exact 
. of their Share, in his Bente! Remains 


Pag. 

: The Levites cuphegd from a Month old 92 up- 
< ward, were not 1 twenty Seventh Part of the Effuellter; 
and tho the I fralites were number d only ſromrwenty 
Veats old and upward, yet they contain d the Number 
of the Levites by Times and 9550 over. 2 _ 


| the 


will T ſend to 


= Can)... 
« the Levites were ſo far from being a tenth Part, that 
© they were not i twenty ſeventh Part of Mraei, yet 


. they the Leviret} had the tenth of the whole Land, 


« and many other Praſits and Advantages, a Catalogue of 
© which we have particularly recorded in Nam. xvii. 8, 
9. 10, &c. They had 48 Cities with their Suburbs or 
Territories ſor their Cattle, Foſb. xxi. more Cities than 
«any other Tribe had, ſave the royal Tribe of Judab. 
z . Thelaſt thing to be conſider d is, how the firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity ſupported; their Miniſtry and 
Worſhip. We may form ſome tolerable Idea from the 
Scripture Account, how it was with the Apoſtles in 
their Time; they were ina great Meaſure itineranty tra- 
veling much from Place to Place, and were ſuccour d. 
and entertain'd by the Converts, whom they had made. 
Theſe were mindful of them when in Diſtreſs, as we 
find Ongipborns made ĩt his Buſineſs to ſeek out the A po. 
tie Pawl, when a. Priſoner in Rowe ; they made their 
Collections for the Relief of the Poor, 2 Tim. i. 17. 
and the Apoſtle ſhews, twas a ſtanding Rule generally - 
lertled in the Churches, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Now concern 
be Colleftion 8 41 I have * 27 2 
es of Galatia, even ſo do ye, Upor t Jay of - 
Week, let every ont ef you 252 in Store, jg A 
bath proſpered bim. And we find in the Verſe following, 
they remitted t heir Bounty from one Place to P 
Fas us. to 7 : ee ̃ 
—— . Jeruſalem. 
Thelate of Sun has touched upon this Point 
in his Hiſtory, of the: Rights of Priures, &c. p. 15, 16, 
17. Having treated of the Method of Elections, he ſays, 
* I ſhall give an Account in the next Place of the Pro- 
e viſtons that were made for the Clergy. As he goes 
on, he obſerves, that the Apoſtle aſſerts the Right of 
© Maintenance to thoſe who miniſter d in ſpiritual 
* things, as due by natural Equity, but ſets no Rate: 
Les tis not to be doubted, bur that in-the firſt Fer- 
vors of Chriſtianity, there were large g made, 
. . F uUMmcient 


* 


* 
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© ſufficient for the Occaſions ches called FONTS: 
Lucia takes noti r 
Chriſtians to relievt ny that 
© allyfuch as ſuffer'd for the Fach? df 4 i 
c.  Belides private ined hk there was g common f 


0 they ple l 
© thoug Las e d berge 
into i Hands of the Preſident; who. out « of 
© liev'd Orphans, Widows) fick Perſons, Priſon 
Strangers, and all ſuch as were in want. 
1 'Gprnelins writes, that in his Tim rhere wan 
20 * | Rome j oO Widow and afflicted Peoph wana! * 
ſu plied by the Graceand Boun of God; tha 
© Charity ; ſo great were the Numbers of the 
c Din were the charitable Oblatious of the R c> 
© + And Cypriat llous of chominter of 
6. theſe Oblations; They had at Curt ha 


camo 
© vidend'in which all the Ranks of the Clergy be 
. This Oyrias urges as Reaſon, that Cl 
© oughr not to involve themſelves in ſeculat 
i ſtead thereof, ſays he, ſuchras are once by auy cli 
Ordination promoted in the Church ot God. of 
not to be called away by any thing. from the di hs: 
«. Miniſtry ; nor be involy'd in worldty' Trouble 

Affairs, but being admitted to the Honour of chef 
khn, they ſhould be Day and Night employ as l 
heavenly and ſpiritual Matrers: 2 oy 
ſome Account given of the Vſagen df 5 
of che Tnnovationsthar 'creprin dua 

preſent i inte theſe — only be leave to 

that *tis certain in the main, that the conſcienti us 
2 3 — —— People honourably WE 
Ir Mini and ſufficiently provided tory 

—— em; and that according to the bo 
ſearch I can make at this time, —— 


f 


England and Wales come neareſt the 
theſe Things of any Body of pro Chriſtos d 5 
I know in any part of the orld. 4 5 
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